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‘Rich past envelops Haida Gwaii

f Population had dwindled from 14,000 to just 589 in 1911 — but vibrant history, traditions fuel people’s zest for life

BY ANDREW RENTON

espite something of a
makeover, the (eeen of
Prince Rupert has all

the pretensions of a
abe Leglon. To returning resi-
dents she is as welcoming as the

rms of a slightly dishevelled
vourite aunt.

My cosy cabin containg a cog-.

le of bunks, a small desk and a
refurbished ensnite — though
the shower stall has been palnt-
ed a rather bilious green, Mot
much comfort durlng a heavy
e in Hecate Strait]

Two Haida men atﬁme on the
back deck. Ts it land beyond the
mist or just an ominous black
cloud? After 10,000 years of
icherited grudges. there is still
animoaity between the northern-
13 of O Masset and southern-
15 from Skidegate.

“Hey, you should be in Rupert
in February for the All Mative
Basketball tournament, eh. Fifty
teams from around the province,
Blood on the strests manl™ gring
the chap whe clearly won the day
when the storm cloud delivers a
deluge. "Found myself in a
Tahltan house last year. Secms
our ancestors stale a few of their
women way back ehl A couple of
their elders got me out just in
lime — Phew!"

My new friend iz a Haida
Guardian whose self~professed
mandate 5 to keep the govern-
ment's nose out of sensitive Hai-
da territory. These days, smart
bands hire archeoingists and sur-
Fopors to prove aboriginal title,
“These are our iglands right?” —
Case chosed!

In the lounge, a couple of
seniors have unzipped a goitar
and banjo from well-worn cases,
and are belting out *Roll in my
sweet baby's arma” o a jolly, sin-
mbong crowd. A Haida woman
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Traditional crafis such as building cances is cnce again thriving In Haida Gwail, Here a group of Haida assist a film crew that is circumnavigating Moresby lskand.






