The “Land of the People” displays rich heritage and stunning beauty

.
THE FULL MOON hangs low in the sky, reluctantly slipping beyond the horizon as the
sun comes up and floods the world with colour — pinks and purples beautifully
blended with blues and oranges. The mountains have snowy peaks that shine golden
in the morning sun, poking their heads through a soft layer of mist and cloud. Water
that reflects the sky laps at the shore, and an eagle swoops down over the surface,
off on some early errand. It all seems a bit surreal — out of a movie or painting —
but this scene is an everyday occurrence here in Haida Gwaii.

The Queen Chardotte Islands — or Haida Gwaii, as it's called by the First Nations people who live here — is an
amazing B.C. destination, an archipelago north of Vancouver Island, just below Alaska's southernmost tip. The islands
are small, if you talk in terms of people; only around 5,000 souls live here and are spread between a few small owns,

maostly on Graham Island, the northern of the two main islands. There are essentially only a couple of paved roads
and the rest are logging roads. To get around you really do need to rent (or bring) a car — there'’s no bus service






